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» ABOUT TRENTON

After graduaking from the
University of Ermingham
with adagreain
Commerce, Trenton wenl
on o spond thiee and 2
half years travelling and
working abroad, inchading
# bwo year stint In Japan
Having per fected the art
of bowlng ard using
chopsticks to eat
everything (including
sweelcor) Trenlon
decided bo rebum to the
LI e skart: his owm
isabiity and accessiblliby
consultancy, Webcredible,
to help make the ‘nternet
# hetter piace for
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One site fits all

DD MANCHESTER UNITED HAVE TO DESIGN A WHOLE SITE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE? TRENTON MOSS DOESN'T THINK 50..

Liress this is your frst tima

reading et (1f 50, wnere have

o e youl knowy Lhat

Manchieste Unaled have launchad
a0 accessibie version of its-Web site, manubad
Coandaioess Yo'l knda LS Dacanse xek has
mentboned it twice, cnce eachiin the October
2007 and Jaruary 2204 aditions. THS aczesssle
version Oof Man-Us sile cortalns some of the
main featunes of tha ske, with 2 tha accessisle

features you could aver dreamiaf - resizable feat,

1T taqs, screen raader optimisation - the |'s2 s
entless, Waow! Thal's ¢real, everyang shoukd
make & completely sepasate Web ste for people
with disapiiies, righi?. Wiong,

Food for thought
|zt week | went 020 3/l=you-can eck huifel 2 3
ocal restaurant, The tables wers on the ground

floor but the buffet wes stuzted on the first floor,

up a flight of soeeo slars. Inarder o serve s
fusomers with dissbities, the restaurant had
decided o offer a alternative versizn of the
piffies, with meet of the main giches, on e
ground floer,

Thenon=gsablec astomers werent hapoy that

they had i walk bpand dowm 3l hose sEairs jist
iz gat semethirag boeal; the cuests with
disabilicizs wer=n'l hapmy at not being abie o et
ANy phocias [they weerer T desmed popuial erowgh
b be placed on the ground flocr buffetl and the
wailters were unnapoy that thay had to work 5o
mich harer Lo mainizin Dasn separale baffes n

NtCn to this, the waibars wene beirg told by
thesr manager that the growrd Tiecs baffel wolld
aveniialy have nifer all fhe same Toad & the ful,
upstairs buffet, meaning even mare waork for tha
ower - stretched stafft

Whiat o fidheuos sihuation. (F ooy the
nestaurant had set up & travelator o oat o the
buffet then the non-disabled guests wouidn't be
intapy about cllmbing Ihose stairs, guests witn
disabilitias would't feel margingised and the
waikers wouldn't have to o the seme job bwice,

Brtually, | e want o This restadrant In fadk,
the resialrant doesn't oeen ekt except 33 2

waktersiweh devolopers, having to manage bwe
uffetsfsites, and ulimatey, they wll be expected
10 provide bhe same amaunt of foed/information
1o bath versiors

Rebels with a cause

What Manchester Unked has done goes adainst
the whole concept of Web accessibility. The
sl e piess coverane (s petling for this ste s
actuzlly damaging to the promotion of Web
acossibility &5 a whoie If companies think they
have to o fo these lengihy extremes to make thew
sites accessible [0 everyone, then i will ssely

“So come on Manchester United, ditch this “alternative’ Web
site and fix up your main site so that it's accessible to
everyone. [L'll save you money in the long run®

metasher for the Manchester Unied Web site. The
et on the first fioor & (he mein we 3 pan for
dissbied users due ko #ts high inaccessibilty. Meaws
tely on Javasoript ingd supparted by 6 pet cent of
rierret usersl, ALT tags 22 missng from mages
fust | in 5 howsehalds zre on braachand - users on
show comrections can use AR Lags to Lum of
mages, speading up dowrroad Limel, and Lsabiity
5 Increddy poat

In bhe upstars bul™et version of mamecoom
krere are ues 100 choloes in the navigation mem
The deoswmistakes: bufiat version, manckd comilaccess,
TS engihl, only Thats & Jod of pickles bery
withhed from 3 ob of diners. Then thare are the

discouage them ko mabe the offort, To op A all
off, menutd comvacoess, alihough fuly accessile
ba isatlad and bind pecpie Im sure, dossnt oven
pess the WIC Prioiily 2 check ogimis!

50 come on, Manchester Lted, diteh this
‘Fternative’ Web site and fix up your main ske 56
Lk s afoessdee 10 everyone, pacple wilh
dischiities 2nd those without. IL'L save you lime
ard maney i the kong ran and Lhere really isnt
Ll imuzch yen nesd bo do. WD aloessitility bl
rackes seience and oesn't have bo be taken o the
extreme lengths it's been Laken Lo herz. It's usually
Al & caseof a bilof Pweaking hese 2 Lhere. Yol
certainly dont need Lo make 3 whole new sie Il
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