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Avoid August and pay
less for a better holiday

ave you booked your summer

break yet? If you're planning to

travel in July or August you may |

end up wond whether

you'd be better off staying at
home. Nocl(elmg prices, teeming
uﬁz and steaming temperatures can

these months hard to bear. Ifyou

are not tied to school holidays, it's far
better to avoid them completely.

To my mind, May, June and early
autumn are the best times for travel,
particularly to the Mediterrancan.

Not only are there are plenty of
bargain around, but
resoris are less crowded and the
weather can be glorious.

Book your flight now, and you should
nﬁllobgsahle to find o fares for these
perd (particul if you aren’t
travelling over holi yftekcml-a] For
the best , time your travel so that
{\’ pou leave midweek =~ Tuesday,

ednesday and Thursday are usually
the cheapest days — and ?ﬁr shorter
weekend breaks, plan to travel
between Saturday and Tuesday to get
the lowest fires.

If you don't much mind where you go,
you can safely leave making plans until

the last minule, as there are always

| hotel, you can bide your time until
| nearer departure.
Sa for the best I:argmns. think
| strategically. ﬁamm to @ country

| wl:ere the season tionally takes a
| few weeks to get under way — such as
| Greece or Saima = can reap rewards,
| S0 can choosing new hotels that are
| keen to esmh]m?: lhem:ielves by
'nﬁrnchngglm ing low room prices.
|  top-end h;‘:sﬂ:.whiﬂ Eli fully
| staffed in preparation for the b
summer months, can have iolsu?(romm
to fill in the quieter patch before the July
| and August rush. Their early season
offers may be disguised as "value-added

‘Resorts are less
crowded and the
weather still glorious’

| extras™ such as mcll!'l
%IS OF Comy
r Seplem
it's best o bor.rkbe[um I:snm.mm‘ or

the best deals because a miserable
| British summer will see a rush of

or seat-only deals available to

some destinations. Tour operators and
travel agents anxious to off-load spare
capacity as the departure date draws
near will flag these up on their websites.

Booking hotels is even less of an
issue. The great thing about travelling
off-pealk is that, unless you want to
stay in a particularly sought-after

My 1 7-year-cid son and four of his friends

[ptan a touring holiday after A-levels this

summer. |'d ke them to go thmugh a tour

operator rather than

independenthy, Can you advise, plaasa?
LE, by email

It's a tricky age, as tour operators and

one person in the group is 18 or over.

| [:Ieaple unnung to get away for some

For teachers and parents of schoal-

| children, time your travel for the secon
hﬁanMungL Prices can drop by as

| much as 20 i)er cent in the last fartnight

| of the school holidays, but you won't

| lose out in other ways: the sea will be at

| its warmest and the temperatures will

be more comfortable.

Socnbla'ammralsingof
| student specialists.

3 Vinas

| escalate in high season. A

i Ih&nmmweks half board
at a four-star hotel in Majorea, for
example costs £425 in mid-May
compared with £599 in August through
Thomas Cook.
2. Avallability You're unlikely to find a
room in the plitzier hotels in places such
as northern Sardinia. which are
mmped with rich Italians and other
mm in August. Go in May, and
ve

Villzs are cheaper Self- uaburmg]:lrloes
lee;;g fourwlthupoul!.n'mmny for
EXAIT

doubles in price from £795 in
10 E1}650 in August.
4 are lower Saturday to Saturday
flights from Stansted to Mue witha

no-frills mrlme such as easyJet, for
example, soar from E56.88 per person in
mid-May to £281.82 in August.
5. Weather is often more pleasant May in
the Med is the best time for sprh:lg
flowers and lush landsca
6. Swimming pools are The sea

‘may still be chilly early in the season but
hotels are more Inely to heat their poals
{i’s worth checkir
7. Service Is better use hotels are
fully staffed but not fully booked, you'll

1 better

Fewer crowds Festaurants, beaches
and tourist sights will be less busy,
!.W is Airports are quieter —

mjﬁo:: airports handled a total of

15 2 passengers last August
making it the company’s busiest month,
compared with 13.8 million in June.
10. No nolsy children Schools won't have
broken up so no families with older
children {although you may have to
contend with babies and under-fives).

MWWMM

My husband and | are off to Australia. Do
you have any advice on how to recover
from thislong, direct fight?

iwgamnamgd‘rrﬁmlynmdlr\gastmor MH, by mail

apartment on the Livomo coast in | L'al','

| B\byenal | There's a good Health & Wellbeing

| | section on British Airways’ website

'ﬂnhmmbd&eb&thw.mm (www.ba.com).

. deglietruschi.it {the website of

tourist board of that area). Ynul:hoose Mwem:m ge butlen@

ﬁmmw yanwmh.;it | mfujiy.l; Hm’”ﬂﬁﬂ’
prwidea can ot

links to private companies. | publication. o
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'WHAT IS IT? A website (08447 700165;
Www.2 1stcentunydiva.co.uk) seling T

WHY BUY? Mot because
you're a woman and therefone:
nead help buying a new laptop
or camera, but becaises you're
a womean and thersfore want to
know what the latest models ame
without having to wade through a

plle of lads’ mags. Yes, many of the
Items cio comme in pink but there's

excals: Irymlegm\g 1o travel
with your beautiful new Appie
Pa[orwmilodlsgusa

sleevis on the markel.

[FIRST CLASS OR ECONOMY?
21stcenturydiva sels premium

oves and Paul Smith Designfor |
Acme range from £39-£178.99,

'WE LOVE The slim, Brescia leather

chamanta datal, £29.99 (21stcenturydiva
makeas adonation to Breast Cancer
Awareness for every.one of thesa it sells).

COULD DO BETTER How about mobile
phones, IPod docking stations and
|ravel5pe@ker5‘?

VERDICT Everything is so

you'll stant with & kaptop bag and
end up buying the latest laptop.

MAGGIE 0'SULLIVAN

TEN TOP TRAVEL WEBS

k] avwarried 67 mark
ZMMMWNCO’"JS&I‘W

of a possiie 100

:.mewhama;mmﬁi‘
&mmm’wmmmmsam

2 Apple
£1,223.99

Ln!m‘wmmhdm

o) 53 manks.

* Evaluated by Webcredible against 20 best-practice usability guidelines

s,
53 marks:




